
Barcelona 10,11, and 12 April 2003



For updated information visit our website at:
www.acturban.org/biennial

9:00 Arrival and registration
11:00 Welcome and official

opening
Symbolical handing over of the
Biennial from Rotterdam to
Barcelona by Jan Vogelij (bnSP) 
and Pilar Sancho (AETU).
Welcome and opening address : 
Authorities and Charles Lambert,
President of the ECTP.

12:15 Keynote speaker:
Bernardo Secchi

13:30 Lunch
15:00 Keynote speaker:

Stephen Graham
16:15 Coffee break
16:45 Workshops:

Parallel sessions
18:15 End of workshops
19:30 Official reception

9:00 Keynote speaker:
Manuel Castells

10:15 Coffee break
10:45 Workshops:

Parallel sessions
12:00 Break
12:15 Workshops:

Parallel sessions
13:30 Lunch
15:00 Excursions

Agbar building, Sagrera HST Rail 
Station, 22@district, Diagonal Mar 
Park, Forum 2004, Port development,
Airport development, New 
Metropolitan Tramway

19:30 Official reception

9:00 Keynote speaker:
Nikos Salingaros

10.15 Coffee break
10:45 European Policy Makers

Round Table chaired by 
Joan Majò

12:00 Break
12:15 Reports, discussion

and conclusions
13:45 Closing Session: 

Announcement of the
6th Biennial

14:00 End of the 5th Biennial

Programme

THURSDAY 10 APRIL FRIDAY 11 APRIL SATURDAY 12 APRIL

President Pablo NOBELL, Asociación Española de Tècnicos Urbanistas (ACTU-AETU)
Secretary Josep BERNIS, Generalitat Catalunya - Dep. PTOP
Austria Otto FREY, Office of city planning of Vienna.
Belgium Frank D'HONDT, Flemish Association for Spatial Planning (VRP)
Belgium Bruno CLERBANX, Chambre des Urbanistes Belges (CUB)
Cyprus Anna CARAMONDANI, Cyprus Association of Town Planners (CATP)
Czech Republic Vít REZAC, Asociace Pro Urbanismus a Územní Planovvání Ceské Republiky (AUUP CR)
Denmark Ole DAMSGAARD, The Danish Town Planning Institute and Foreningen af Byplanlaeggere  ( FAB)
France Marcel BELLIOT, Federation Nationale des Agences d'Urbanisme (FNAU)
France Alain CLUZET, Conseil Français des Urbanistes (CFDU)
Germany Petra POTZ, Informationskreis für Raumplanung (IFR)
Germany Udo DITTFURTH, Vereinigung für Stadt; Regional-und-Landesplanung (SRL)
Germany Ludwig KRAUSE,Vereinigung fürStadt, Regional und Landes Plaung (SRL)
Greece Maria VOYATZAKI, Greek Planners Association (GPA)
Ireland Ciarán TRACEY, Irish Planning Institute (IPI)
Italy Virna BUSSADORI, Associazione Nazionale degli Urbanisti e dei pianificatori territoriali e ambientali (ASSURB)
Italy Gianfranco PAGLIETTINI, Istituto Nazionale di Urbanistica (INU)
Italy Franco MIGLIORINI, Istituto Nazionale di Urbanistica (INU)
Luxemburg Sonia GLENGLER, Ville de Luxembourg
Poland Bogdan WYPOREK, Towarzystwo Urbanistow Polskich (TUP)
Portugal Fernando BRANDAO, Associacao de Urbanistas Portuguesas, (AUP)
Slovenia Miran GAJSEK, Drustvo Urbanistov in Protorskih Planerjev Slovenije (DUPPS)
Spain Enric LAMBIES, Ajuntament de Barcelona
Spain Ignasi DE LECEA, Ajuntament de Barcelona
Spain Lluís BRAU, Agrupació Catalana de Tècnics Urbanistes (ACTU)
The Netherlands Jan VOGELIJ, Beroepsvereniging van Nederlandse Stedebouwkundigen en Planologen (BNSP)
United Kingdom Cliff HAGUE, Royal Town Planning Institute (RTPI)



For updated information visit our website at: www.acturban.org/biennial
The Towns and Town Planners Biennials are supported by the European Council of Town
Planners.

The Biennial will explore the spatial
impact of transport and other
networks,supplying of resources such
as information, materials and energy,
and will tackle the challenges they
create for spatial planning.

Selected European cities, regions,
institutions, NGO's and private
companies will exhibit their urban plans,
structure plans, development visions,
flagship projects and urban designs.
These will be included in an exhibition
catalogue. A virtual exhibition
containing different multimedia and
audio-visual material will also be
presented.

Keynote speakers:
Manuel Castells
“Cities and Urbanism in the Network
Society".

Stephen Graham
“The Threat of the Splintering
Metropolis and the Challenge of the
Connected City”

Nikos Salingaros
“Connecting the Fractal City”.

Bernardo Secchi
“Scenarios for the European City and
Territory”.

The 5thBiennial aims to create a meeting
point for urban planners, engineers,
architects, economists, sociologists, and
elected people, as well as public and
private entities and non governmental
organizations (NGOs) to share questions,
experiences and alternative answers on
urban planning. Some of the questions
that will be explored at the workshops
are:

· Is the rise and interconnection of 
networks at all scales inducing more
concentrated or disperse spatial 
developments?

· How can planners create efficient 
networks and make them compatible
with more sustainable cities?

· How can citizens and neighbourhoods
achieve parity of access to the services
provided by networks so as to avoid 
social and spatial exclusion?

· How are urban planners prepared to
face the new challenges brought 
about by new information 
technologies to everyday planning 
practices?

These and other questions suggested
by European planners will be explored
and further developed at four different
workshops held during the event
followed by a round table.

"As we are
entering into the
information age,

the space of flows
dominates over

the space of
places, and

everything which
is relevant for

people has the
trend to organize

through
networks"

 Manuel Castells



We should be aware
about the interrelatedness
of social and economic
development processes
with spatial structures,
facilitating or preventing
changes.

Is it possible to think in
terms of a network of
European regions?

Is the co-operation
between cities the most
realistic antidote to the
politics of isolation and
defensive entrenchment
that today seem even
more impractical than in
the past?

How major cities could
become nodes of a
polycentric model is
essential to the
territorial development
of all Europe?

The question and the
reflection on the
consistency of
international ICT
mobility and of
professional transient
migrations affecting the
city structure will be
traced.

Let’s acknowledge that
broadband networks are
the means to an end
objective; they are not the
essential aim or the
ambition that drives
people who seek their
inherent benefit.

What is the meaning of
being part of the
European space?

To what extent have the
layout of networks
influenced, willingly or
not, the city form and
the urban structure of
the associated
metropolitan and
regional areas?

Access to services and
recreational areas is an
important indicator of
urban sustainability and
quality of life of citizens.

Urban sprawl is a
common problem
encountered in Europe. It
induces a high level of car
use and, usually,
congestion in roads
giving access to city
centres.

Concentration of
settlements and
development corridors
are the new images of
spatial planning in
Europe.

Chairman: Jan Vogelij, Reporter Marcel Belliot

Why bet on NICT if one
doesn’t know how people
receive them.

* Quotes are inspired on papers submitted to the 5th Biennial of Towns and Town Planners

CONNECTING CITIES IN EUROPE



The system theory
points out the essential
character of networks in
the use of the territory.

Should the role of the
river in the transport
network and its
relationship with spatial
consolidation be
reinterpreted?

Whereas the car network
has decentralised our
cities, and the train-
station is used to foster
concentration, airports
clearly trigger the "poly-
centralization" of
metropolitan areas.

Airport development in
the past focused on the
airside, neglecting to
build a good
neighbourhood
relationship with the
territory it is located in.

Are networks a suitable
solution for cities in a
polycentric and
heterogeneous region?

Recent territorial changes
have not occurred in just
a few large places.
Rather, society and the
territory have been
permeated by a minute,
continuous and
dispersed process of
modification.

The present structure of
urbanised areas seems to
be an anachronic pattern
involved in a chaotic
expansion.

Chairman: Bogdan Wyporek, Reporter: Franco MiglioriniCONNECTING CITIES IN THE REGIONS

* Quotes are inspired on papers submitted to the 5th Biennial of Towns and Town Planners



CONNECTING NEIGHBOURHOODS

How does the local urban
actor deal as an urban
planner with the
potential of Information
Communication
Technologies and their
influence on urban
practices and structures?

Urban sustainable
development cannot be
achieved without
involving local
population and policy-
makers.

How can we define more
efficacious procedures in
order to exploit the plus-
values generated by
urban growth for general
utility purposes?

The Nature-city is
considered an ecological
connection field able to
self-regenerate into a
new equilibrium. In order
to make it happen,
ecology should become
everyone’s knowledge.

If connectivity means to
make sense, then we
need to evaluate the
structural conflicts that
appear when different
scales interact in
overlapping networks.

The development of land-
use patterns produces
discontinuities which
lead to a fragmented
townscape. City space
incorporates tendencies
which tend to negate the
unity of  the urban
system.

It is necessary to increase
the value of spare time,
by realising structures
and services in public
spaces of cities, that all
people can use in
freedom and safely.

It is imperative to achieve
sustainable
communication in the
face of a reality pervaded
by too simple or too
technical languages.

There would be an urban
system without an
infrastructure of
technical networks to
support the products,
people, info and signs
exchange.

Almost
every city in
Europe over the
past 20 years has
attempted to reinvent
itself.

Chairman: Virna Bussadori, Reporter: Robin Thompson

* Quotes are inspired on papers submitted to the 5th Biennial of Towns and Town Planners



All cities must learn to
think more like business:
developing products,
markets and customers.

Advertising deals with
other time units and
periods than physically
constructed public space.
In what way is the
identity of public space
influenced by that?

The relation between
physical and virtual
spaces presents a
complex synergistic
effect that encourages
designers to reconsider
the role of ICT and the
transformation of
today’s public spaces.

The territory is
undergoing a new spatial
organisation marked by
a double process of
fragmentation of
settlements and
individualisation of
relations.

Is landscape a complex
element with an
important social role the
definition of which refers
not only to areas of
outstanding beauty, but
to everyday areas?

Is there a strong relation
between urban planning
proposals and the
possibilities for
interaction and
communication between
people?

Chairman: Petra Potz, Reporter: Frank D'Hondt

Municipal planning
should incorporate the
perspectives and needs
of people, and
acknowledge their
potential as valuable
resources in improving
neighbourhoods in the
accessions process into
the EU.

CONNECTING CITIZENS

* Quotes are inspired on papers submitted to the 5th Biennial of Towns and Town Planners



Openness
The Institutions should
work in a more open
manner. They should use
language that is
accessible and
understandable for the
general public.

Participation
The quality, relevance
and effectiveness of EU
policies depend on
ensuring wide
participation throughout
the policy chain – from
conception to
implementation.

Accountability
Each of the Institutions
must explain and take
responsibility for what it
does in Europe.

Effectiveness
Depends on
implementing policies in
a proportionate manner
and on taking decisions at
the most appropriate
level.

Coherence
Requires political
leadership and a strong
responsibility on the part
of the Institutions to
ensure a consistent
approach within a complex
system.

Governance patterns
have to adapt to the
emerging significance
that virtual places and
networks have for people
as well as to the
reshaping of
conventional
physical places and
infrastructure.

A new meaning for
public policies, urban
development, public
participation,
competence
conflicts, and other
stakes for governance in
the network society.

New political
stakes for the
network society

Chairman: Joan Majó

POLICY
MAKERS
ROUND
TABLE

THE GOVERNANCE OF THE NETWORK SOCIETY

Source: White Paper on European Governance.



Information

For more information about the 5th Biennial:
www.acturban.org/biennial
e-mail: biennial@acturban.org
Address: Technical Secretariat (Mcrit s.l.), Salvador Espriu, 93, 08005, Barcelona
Tel. +34 932 240 128   Fax  +34 932 255 112 (Oscar Chamat)

Fee

The registration fee includes participation at the conference plenary sessions,
workshops, excursions, exhibition, CD-ROM and catalogue, invitation to
lunches and buffet dinner on Thursday 10 and Friday 11. The registration fee
does not include hotel accommodation, travel or personal expenses. After
registration you will receive a hotel registration form to book the
accommodation of your choice.

Cancellation terms

The subscription may be refunded as described below if cancellation is received
in writing. Not participating will not be accepted as a valid ground for
cancellation. Someone else may take your place if you are not able to attend
the conference.

Cancellation before 20 February: the full conference fee will be refunded
minus 10% for administrative costs.
Cancellation between 21 February and 22 March: 40% of the conference fee
will be reimbursed.
Cancellation after 22 March: no refund.

Location

Barceló Sants Hotel
Pl. dels Paisos Catalans, s/n.
08014
Barcelona

Date

10,11 and 12 April 2003

If you receive more than one invitation, please pass one on to a colleague.



REGISTRATION FORM

Surname Mr/Ms First name(s)
Title Position
Company/Organisation
Postal address Town
Postcode/ZIP Country
Telephone Fax
E-mail Date

Signature
Please tick box if appropriate and fill in registration number

Conference fee 400 euros
Reduced conference fee:
All participants registering before 1 January 300 euros
ECTP, AETU-ACTU and other association
members 300 euros
Student (proof of your status as a full-time
student in 2003 is required) 150 euros

Programme
Yes, I am interested in attending the workshops and excursions on the topic (first choice):

European level: Connecting cities in Europe
Regional level: Connecting cities in the regions
City level: Connecting neighbourhoods
Street level: Connecting citizens

Payment method
Credit card Card type

Expiry date Card no
Card holder name Address (if different from above)

Money transfer
Agrupació Catalana de Tècnics Urbanistes-ACTU
Agrupación Española de Técnicos Urbanistas- AETU
Caixa de Catalunya
Bank account 2013-0063-96-02007 06 66 1
Swift code: CESCESBB-XXX

Signature

Please sign and send this registration form by fax : +34 932 038 550

The registration fee does not include hotel accomodation, travel or personal expenses.


