Climate change: an important

foreign policy issue
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It does not often happen that the Deputy Prime Minister of the UK storms out
of a conference room with a face hike thunder, excluming "I'm gutzted® to the
expectant throng of jounaliss. [t did happen, however, kst November in The
Hague, after the breakdown of negotations at the Sixth Conference of the
Parties (COP-6) to the UN Framework Convention on Chmute Change
(FCCC)." The filure of this conference revealed, among other things, some

strong underlying tensions in the transatlantic relationship, with the chief US
nmﬂtnrmmq'pﬂn fundamentalists’ in the European delegaton of

obstructed a deal. Raw nerves were exposed inside the EU as well: the
British bead of delegatiofi s¢cused the French negotiator of having been unable
to follow the negotiations properly during the final night, to which the French
minister replied by calling him ‘macho’—and other European colleagues came
to her rescue. Unusually, all these rather undiplomatic exchanges were made
publicly, via the press.

In view of this tumult, it ks perhaps not surprising that climate change can be
wﬂﬂmm:hﬂlfﬁﬁmﬂqpﬂﬂm However, it is the sheer
scale of the implications of the problem, not i entertsinment value, that will
emsure its continued presence high on the political agenda in the new century,
ﬁhﬂﬂhﬁ:hﬁmﬁﬂﬂ.ﬂlﬂpﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂ?ﬂlm
Chimate Change (IPCC)," has recently concluded that the potential impact
unrestricted ﬂnhlnmm;'mﬂﬂhmﬂhnimubuh:
assessment of 1995, According to the scenarios of the Third Assessment Report,
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