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Context, aim, methodology, results and main conclusions of the work to be reported

It is crucial to set-up some data-collection schemes of pedestrian movement in order to imple-
ment walking-oriented strategies in planning process. However, most research in urban/transport
planning field has been focussed on motorised transport to the exclusion of other modes. Particu-
larly, very little attention has been paid to record the numbers, flow and behaviour of people on
foot. Thus, this presentation aims at providing a critical review of the range of technologies now
available for local authorities who want to monitor pedestrian flows. In this study, current attempts
to develop automatic pedestrian observation systems are outlined and major technical problems
that they need to solve are explained. Feasibility and suitability of existing technologies when
collecting data on a large scale at various sites in urban areas is also discussed to make some
recommendations as to how local authorities can develop their own vendor neutral monitoring
systems.
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